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ANNIE SILINGA 
 

Took a lifelong decision never to carry a pass.  “I will carry a pass the 
day the Prime Minister’s wife does”.  It was a decision that led to 

personal harassment and deportation to the Transkei, away from her 
family.  Annie was a founder member of the South African Federation 
of Women, one of the 20 000 who marched to Pretoria on 9 August 
1956.  She was a patron of the UDF and died in 1984.  It is because 
of the sacrifices and contributions of women like Annie Silinga that 

South Africa celebrates 10 years of democracy. 
 

“Our heritage is unique and precious and it cannot be renewed.  Our 
heritage celebrates our achievements and contributes to redressing 
past inequities” (a quote from the National Heritage Resources Act 

which enables and encourages communities to nurture and conserve 
their legacy so that it may be bequeathed to future generations. 

 
(Cover picture and text taken from the portfolio “A few South Africans” by 

Sue Williamson) 


