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Dr. Luyanda Mpahlwa

Council Chairperson

Dr. Luyanda Mpahlwa is a Cape Town based Architect & Urban Design professional who
is also a commentator on various design and socially relevant topics regarding the urban
condition of African Cities. He obtained his Master’s in Architecture (Dipl.-Ing) at the Technical
University of Berlin in 1997. His education in South Africa had been interrupted when he was
incarcerated on Robben Island Prison in 1981 for his role in the anti-apartheid struggle. After
his release in 1986, he left South Africa for Germany, where he spent 15 years in exile.

After arrival in Germany in 1986 Luyanda lived in Bochum in the Ruhrgebiet area where
he attended his German language course at the Oekumenisches Studentenwerk. After
completion, he relocated to the then West Berlin in 1988 where he had been accepted
for his architectural degree. During his time in Germany, international solidarity with the
struggle against Apartheid had become very strong. Luyanda connected with the office of
the ANC (African National Congress) in Bonn together with other students who were activists
working with the Anti-Apartheid Movement (AAB). Luyanda was not only active in the AAB,
but also became an integral part of the African Community, connecting with organisations
of the various African Countries in Berlin. He also participated in the various activities of the
broader Black Community which were championed by the organisation of Black Germans,
the Initiative Schwarze Deutsche (ISD) including Black HistoryMonth every February.
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Adyv. Lungisa Malgas

Chief Executive Officer

Prior to her role as CEO of SAHRA, ADV. Lungisa Malgas served as the
organisations Company Secretary & Head of Legal for more than 7 years.
Preceding this she worked in several senior roles, some of which includes,
Legal Advisory, Risk Management, Governance, Business Development as well
as Compliance . Her role and contributions as a visionary have been integral
in her efforts to achieving the SAHRA’s vision, which is to “Unite the nation
through heritage”.

ADV. Lungisa has extensive knowledge and experience as a legal professional
and strategist. She is a registered Advocate of the High Court in South Africa,
as well as a member of the Institute of Directors of South Africa (IoDSA). In
her capacity as CEO of the South African Heritage Resources Agency, her
objectives are to protect, promote and preserve south Africa’s heritage
resources for future generations.
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MS MAMAKOMORENG NKHASI-LESAOANA

Executive Officer: Heritage Resources Management

A professional in heritage resources management with over 15
years working experience in the sector. Ms Nkhasi-Lesaoana is an
Archaeologist with Master of Science in Archaeology from the University
of Cape Town. She also holds a Master’s degree qualification in Business
Leadership from the University of South Africa. Her work, at the South
African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA), involves engaging with
communities, various stakeholders and policy makers on matters of
identifying, protecting and conserving a very diverse cultural heritage
that is representative of the people of South Africa. She also serves at
SAHRA in the capacity of the Chairperson of Grading and Declarations
Review Committee. This enables her to engage with interests of various
communities and stakeholders in as far as conservation and formal
protection of their heritage is concerned.
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MIA STRAND

Career Researcher, NMMU

Mia Strand (she/her) is an early career researcher
with the Institute for Coastal and Marine Research
(CMR) at Nelson Mandela University, South Africa,
and the One Ocean Hub. Her current research
centres around knowledge co-production using
arts-based participatory research methods for
more inclusive and equitable ocean management
processes. Her work also explores marine cultural
heritage and children’s rights to a healthy ocean.
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WOUTER FOURIE

Director and Heritage Specialist — PGS Heritage Group PGS Companies

Wouter is a Director and one of the founding members of PGS. He has been
involved in heritage resources management for the past 25 years acting as
specialist consultant on various high-profile projects involving heritage and
archaeology. He specialises in providing tailormade heritage solutions to the
mining, water and oil and gas industries. Such projects include the heritage
management implementation for the Clanwilliam dam project in South Africa,
the Polihali Dam Project in Lesotho and the Mozambique Liquid Natural Gas
Project on the Afungi Peninsula in Northern Mozambique. Other countries of
experience include Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Mauritius and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Wouter holds a BA (Hon) (Cum Laude) in
Archaeology and is currently completing his MPhil in heritage studies .

His main expertise covers Project Management, archaeological input in
surveys, mitigation and management, grave relocation action plans and
management, Historical Research, GIS management and technical liaisons,
heritage impact management and project analysis. Wouter is accredited with
the Association of Professional Heritage Practitioners (APHP) as a Professional
Heritage Practitioner, Amafa and ASAPA as a Professional Archaeologist and
has CRM grading as a Principal Investigator in Grave Relocations, Iron Age and
Stone and Field Director in Colonial Period Archaeology.
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JONATHAN BALS

Technical Conservator, East London Museum

For more than a decade, | have been devoted to the enriching world of museums. Throughout
my fulfilling career, I've immersed myself in the captivating realm of these institutions.
| started my professional path at the Ditsong Museum of Natural History as a Curator’s
Assistant, driven by my passion for preserving and presenting our natural heritage. This
early experience paved the way for the subsequent five years, during which | developed as a
Technical Conservator at the East London Museum.

| have a strong educational foundation in heritage and archaeology. | earned a Postgraduate
Diploma in Heritage and Museum Studies, as well as a double Honours Bachelor of Arts in
Biblical Archaeology and Archaeology.

Due to my relentless curiosity and a commitment to the field, I've meticulously honed my
skills and expertise within the museum sector. Now, as | look ahead, I’'m setting my sights
on new horizons. In the coming years, | aim to pursue a Master’s in Maritime Archaeology,
a pursuit that promises to deepen my understanding and contribute significantly to the
ongoing exploration of our maritime history.
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HERITAGE WEEK WEBINAR

Day 2: Heritage, Crime and Compliance
19th September 2023
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KIM NGOBENI

Heritage Officer: Heritage Protection Unit

As the Heritage officer for the Heritage Protection Unit,
Kim Ngobeni is responsible for the conservation and
preservationofthe National Estate. Hermajorresponsibility
is to monitor and assess nationally declared sites. Kim also
deals with community engagements regarding complaints
from various communities. She is also key in implementing
educational outreach programmes, viz: HESOP and the
UP/SAHRA heritage seminars. She prides herself in being
a TUKS alumni, where she majored in Heritage Resources
Management at a postgraduate level.
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REGINA ISAACS

Former Manager: Heritage Objects Unit

Regina Isaacs retired from the South African Heritage Resources Agency
(SAHRA) at end April 2023 after 25 years of service. She was the Manager
of the Heritage Objects Unit responsible for developing Regulations,
Policies and Guidelines to manage and conserve publicly and privately
owned heritage objects that form part of the National Estate. Heritage
Objects that form part of the National Estate are protected and may
not be exported without a permit from SAHRA. The Gazetted List of
Types of Objects describes what is protected to which criteria must
be applied to determine their significance and whether they may be
exported or not. Expert advisors from museums, universities, galleries
and others were consulted to inform SAHRA’s decision. With over 15
years’ experience on the management of heritage objects, Regina will
be speaking on the experiences and challenges of notable cases of
section 32 contraventions.
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PROF BERNADINE BENSON

Associate Proffesor

Professor Bernadine Benson was a proud member of the South
African Police Services (SAPS) for close to 20 years before she
joined the University of South Africain 2007. Professor Benson
isan Associate Professor in the School of Criminal Justice within
the College of Law. Her research interests include Cultural
heritage crimes, GBV, 4IR in policing and Artificial Intelligence
(Al) in higher education. She holds a B-Tech: Policing and
an M-Tech: Policing (both attained cum laude). In 2013 she
completed her DLitt et Phil in Criminal Justice at Unisa. The
title of her thesis was: Addressing heritage crime in Gauteng,
South Africa. An integrative exposition.
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CEZAR MASHUMANE

Lecturer in Maritime Archaeology

Cezar Mahumane holds a Master’s in Archaeology by the University of Cape
Town (South Africa) and he is currently a PhD candidate at the University
of Pretoria (South Africa). Cezar is a lecturer in Maritime archaeology in
the Department of Archaeology and Anthropology at Eduardo Mondlane
University and a collaborator in the Center of Archaeology, Research and
Resource of Mozambique Island (Mozambique).

Over the last seven years, Cezar has worked in different research programs
in Mozambique Island, on the Slave Wrecks Project (SWP), development of
in situ preservation strategies of shipwrecks, training of local monitors in the
preservation of the Maritime Cultural Heritage. Along the East African region,
Cezar took part on UNESCO trainings on the Protection and Management of
Underwater Cultural Heritage and is now working on the implementation of
the UNESCO 2001 convention best-practices in Mozambique.
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Leomile Mofutsanyana

Acting Manager: Heritage Objects Unit

Leomile Mofutsanyana is Heritage Officer in the Heritage
Objects Unit and currently acting in the capacity of a
Manager for the Unit. As an officer, Leomile is responsible
for the coordination, identification, protection and
promotion heritage objects and collections under the
custodianship of state departments and entities. Her
webinar talk is focused on the acquisition of objects of
heritage significance identified through compliance of
the National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA).
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SAHRA

HERITAGE WEEK WEBINAR

Day 3: Development, Conservation & Community Engagement
20th September 2023
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NATASHA HIGGITT

Manager: Development Applications Unit

Natasha Higgitt obtained her Honours degree in Archaeology
from the University of Pretoria in 2010. She worked as an Intern
at the Albany Museum in Grahamstown for just over a year and
as an Assistant Heritage Consultant at Digby Wells Environmental
for 4.5 years. She joined SAHRA in 2016 as a Heritage Officer in
the APM Unit, primarily responsible for processing development
applications. She now manages the newly established Development
Applications Unit that manages all development applications
submitted to SAHRA and all matters pertaining to development
applications in South Africa.
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TROY PHILI

Manager: Repatriation & Restitution Office

Troy Phili studied History and Cultural Anthropology
Anthropology atthe University of Nataland Heritage
Studies at Wits. He has held various positions in
the NGO and government sector.
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GCOBANI SIPOYO

Acting Manager: Built Environment Unit

Straddling the statutory role | play, working for SAHRA
in preserving heritage through urban Studies and
heritage resource management and preservation and
protection conservation of the national estate. | am
fascinated by the intersection of community values,
cultureand heritage, andin particulartherole these can
play in realising a more equitable and representative
heritage landscape.
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NGQALABUTHO MADIDA

Manager: Burial Grounds and Graves

Nggalabutho Madida is a heritage practitioner working
at SAHRA’s Burial Grounds and Graves. He has a
keen interest in African History, Heritage Resources
Management and Community Engagement. His
presentation will focus on one of the challenges in
the heritage sector, hoping to stimulate debate and
perhaps gather ideas on a possible solution/s.
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SAHRA
HERITAGE WEEK WEBINAR
Day 4: The Future of Heritage Conservation Management
21st September 2023
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PROF. KUMAR PALLAV

Associate Professor, CPUT

Prof. Kumar Pallav is a dedicated Associate Professor and Chartered Engineer
(India) in the Civil Engineering and Surveying Department at Cape Peninsula
University of Technology, Bellville Campus, Cape Town. With a rich tapestry of
experiences and a commitment to excellence, Dr. Pallav has made significant
contributions to academia, research, and community engagement.

Prof. Kumar academic journey is marked by excellence, graduating with
honours (Cum Laude) in Civil Engineering in 2001 and achieving the 10th
university rank. He further distinguished himself by earning a Master’s degree
in Structural Engineering in 2003, receiving honours and a Gold Medal from
the Indian Geotechnical Society. His insatiable thirst for knowledge led him
to complete a Ph.D. in Civil Engineering with a specialization in Structural
Engineering.
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MS MAPHOLE LOKE

Engineering Technologist, CPUT

Ms Lokeisacandidate Engineering Technologistregistered with the Engineering
Council of South Africa. She holds a Diploma in Civil Engineering, a Bachelor’s
Technology in Civil Engineering, a Master’s degree in Civil Engineering and is
currently enrolled for a Doctoral degree in Civil Engineering — Structures at
the Cape Peninsula University of Technology. She is an academic published
author of a number of research papers with a key focus on the sustainable
restoration of heritage materials (mortars in particular).

Her work experience includes construction supervision of various civil
engineering projects involving construction material analysis, water, sanitation
and roadworks. Ms Loke’s research work focuses on the sustainable/
compatible restoration of the Castle of Good Hope and Robben Island building
precincts mortars. Her contribution to the conservation of South African
heritage extends to her contribution in the Robben Island Museum Strategic
Research Agenda and participation in the material visual assessment of the
National Assembly after the fire incident.
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DEVON BRUINERS

Business Development Specialist

Devon Bruiners is a dedicated professional with a background
in Property Studies, having earned his BSc Honours degree
from the University of Cape Town in 2019. He worked in
property management and development for two years prior
to joining SAHRA. He Joined SAHRA in 2021 as the Business
Development and Property Specialist, managing the Business
Development Unit. He is primarily responsible for optimising
SAHRAs property portfolio for income generation and
developing core business income generating initiatives. Devon
also plays a role in fostering strategic partnerships that align
with SAHRA’s financial growth and sustainability goals.
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HEIDI WELDON

Heritage Officer: Heritage Protection Unit

Heidi Weldon holds a Master of Science degree from the
University of the Witwatersrand. She is currently serving as
a Heritage Officer in the Heritage Protection Unit at SAHRA
where sheisresponsible for coordinating the formal protection
of heritage resources at a national level. She is currently
developing a national thematic framework for the assessment
of the cultural heritage significance of South Africa’s heritage
resources. Heidi has been working with various stakeholders
to ensure an inclusive and dynamic conceptual tool that
incorporates the diversity of South Africa’s rich cultural
heritage and will be presenting the progress to date.
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JAKE HARDING

Manager: National Inventory Unit

As manager for the NIU, Jake is responsible
for the development of the national heritage
estate and the upkeep of SAHRIS. Jake comes
from an archaeological, underwater cultural
heritage and museums background and is
enthused by the potential of good data and
information to make heritage meaningful for
all.
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ETHAN COTTEE

Inventories and Research Coordinator

Ethan Cotteeis the Inventory and Research
Coordinator in the National Inventory Unit
at SAHRA. He studied Archaeology, Classics
and History at UCT. His primary focus is the
Inventory of the National Estate, facilitating
access and its compilation.
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